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Fourteen Points. Though Italy had agreed to the Points as the basis of the Armistice, she had no intention of standing by her word in the Peace Conference. So, before my husband had left the Vatican the police were instructed to disperse the crowd. To do this without consulting the President was a gross discourtesy, and when I got back to the Quirinal he was already there and fairly blazing with anger. He expressed himself in no uncertain terms both to the press and to the officials who tried to explain their action by saying the crowd was so vast they feared it would get out of hand and cause a riot. Thus they tried to save their faces, but the veneer was too thin to fool anyone.
The next, or second, day of our sojourn, Their Majesties sent word to Mr. Thomas Nelson Page, our Ambassador, that they would lunch with us at the Embassy. The King and Queen having never before been entertained at an embassy, the President and his wife of necessity became the hosts pro tern. So we arrived at the charming old Palace, vised as our Embassy, ahead of them. We found Mrs. Page and all the secretaries of the Embassy flustered and uneasy for fear everything had not been arranged as it should be.
The King and Queen arrived promptly with their suite, and as we were going into the dining room the Ambassador whispered to my husband: "It is the custom here to offer the health of the King just after the asparagus has been served."
The President waited for the asparagus to appear. Course after course of a most delicious and elaborate luncheon was served, until finally the table was cleared for dessert. Then the President rose and, addressing Their Majesties, said that one of the early precepts instilled into him as a small boy was, "When in Rome do as the Romans do." Certainly here, he continued, where he had seen and been the beneficiary of the gracious customs obtaining in Rome, he hesitated to depart one jot or titde from such a standard. So he begged the indulgence of Their Majesties if in his ignorance he should offend the code. He said that the Ambassador had